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Brain Death, Persistent Vegetative State and Natural Death

Special Nursing Home for the Elderly Rakuwa Villa Momoyama Medical Room
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[Abstract]

Brain death is defined as a condition with irreversible cessation of all functions of the entire brain and patients

are kept“alive”with mechanical ventilation ,whereas patients with cortical death or persistent vegetative state (PVS)

are awake but unconscious and need artificial feeding. When and why these life-sustaining treatment should be

stopped is a big problem. On the other hand, there are natural deaths without any artificial life-sustaining measures.

Man is mortal. Therefore medical staff need to talk with patients and their family about advance directives for the

end-of-life care.
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