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Ethical issues on the end stage of neurological diseases

Special Nursing Home for the Elderly, Rakuwa Villa Momoyama Medical Room
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[Abstract]

The equivalence of brain death with death is one of the bioethical issues on the end-stage of neurological diseases
after the paper of “chronic brain death”. A White Paper of the USA President’s Council on Bioethics, in which
were discussing about controversies in the determination of death, was published in 2008.

Differentiating the vegetative state from minimally conscious state is often one of the most challenging and the
care of chronically unconscious patients raises vexing medical, ethical, and social questions concerning diagnosis,

prognosis, communication with family members, and decision making, including the withdrawal of life support.
Advance care planning allows competent patients for record their wishes for treatment they would or would not
if, at some future time, they are no longer competent to make such decisions.
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