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Impairment of taste and smell due to COVID-19 infection

Masaaki Takita, Noriyoshi Nishikawa
Hiroyuki Kyomoto and Shinya Takahashi

Department of Dentistry and Oral Surgery Saiseikai Nakatsu Hospital Osaka

We reviewed the association of COVID-19 infection with impairment of taste and smell based on a spe-
cial issue of the Japanese Journal of Taste and Smell Research vol.27, 2020. SARS-CoV2 entry into a
host cell depends on ACEZ (Angiotensin-converting enzyme-2) and TMPRESS2, which are also found in
the taste and olfactory mucosa (study using mice), and this is regarded as the cause of impairment of
taste and smell by COVID-19. An expectation of complementary medicine was described from the per-

spective of chemical senses in our discussion.
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