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Abstract

Entering the Seventh Year after Opening of Echo Center
~Current State of Clinical Laboratory Technology and Issues~

Yuki Abe, Eriko Mori, Ryuya Sakamoto, Daiki Miyakawa, Noriko Honda, Junko Akeyama,
Kazuyo Sonoyama, Nozomi Goto, Masashi Yamada and Noriko Murakami

Department of Clinical Laboratory Technology, Kyoto City Hospital

We are entering the seventh year after the Echo Center was opened in September 2013. The number of ultrasound examinations
(ultrasonographic screening of abdomen, breast and neck) conducted by the laboratory technician has been increasing year by year.
The number of emergency examinations has also increased. The performance of ultrasonography by the laboratory technician
leads to reduction in the doctor’s working load. By frequently holding conferences on the ultrasound examinations with the doctor,
the sonographic skills of the laboratory technicians have improved, and the number of registered medical sonographers has increas
ed.

Human resource development including adequate teaching programs and a backup system for the laboratory technician
to acquire the qualification as medical sonographer is necessary. It is important to build a system to respond to acute emergency
examinations. It is also necessary to develop a unified management system for storage and retrieval of sonographic images.

Ultrasound examination is a simple method that enables noninvasive examination which is valuable especially in the pediatric

field. We encourage further increase of the use of ultrasound screening in cases with abdominal symptoms.
(J Kyoto City Hosp 2020;40(1):18-22)

Key words: Echo Center, Human resource development, Registered medical sonographer, Responding to emergency examination, Ul

trasound examination





