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Preoperative Intrathoracic Irrigation with Gentian Violet
Is Effective for Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus
Empyema with air leakage in a Post-Segmentectomy Cavity:

A Case Report

Megumi Sato, Yasuo Kin and Kazuya Uchino

Department of General Thoracic Surgery, Saiseikai Nakatsu Hospital, Osaka

A T0-year-old man with a history of left upper and left lower segmentectomy for a metastatic lung tu-
mor of rectal cancer suffered from recurrent empyema in a post-segmentectomy cavity and was referred
to our hospital. A chest tube was placed and purulent fluid and air leakage were evacuated from the cav-
ity. Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus was cultured from the pleural fluid for which we started
intrathoracic irrigation with gentian violet. Favorable progress occurred spontaneously: however, after
the chest drain was removed, a fever spiked and we decided to perform surgery. The gentian violet had
stained the pyogenic membrane blue, facilitating its removal. Preoperative irrigation with gentian violet

was helpful in this case of refractory empyema.
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