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Abstract

Clinical Subjects for Organic Mental Disorders

Tomofumi Ishida, Taisuke Miyazawa, Haruki Hattori and Hanako Higashimori
Department of Psychiatry, Kyoto City Hospital

Organic diseases often cause symptoms resembling mental disorders and tend to be mistakenly diagnosed as mental
disorders. Such studies have been made, but it is still an important subject. In particular, in the case of psychiatric
symptoms caused by acute organic diseases, delayed start of medical treatment is dangerous and sometimes affects life
prognosis seriously. Even in the case of chronic organic diseases, a mistaken diagnosis may result in inappropriate
treatment or mistaken self-recognition. Here, we give an outline of the relationship between organic diseases and
psychiatric symptoms. We report three cases of organic mental disorders experienced in this hospital, one case each of
brain tumor, anti-N-methyl-D-aspartate receptor antibody-positive encephalitis and brain infarction. Emphasis is laid on
the necessity of a positive search for organic diseases. When seeing a patient showing psychiatric symptoms, it is
necessary to keep in mind the possibility of logical prejudice and the sensitivity of examination and arbitrary judgment

on the diagnosis of the mental disorder.
(J Kyoto City Hosp 2017; 37(2):46-50)

Key words: Organic mental disorder, Exogene reaktionsformen, Anti-NMDA receptor encephalitis, Brain tumor, Vascular

dementia



