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A case of Crohn’s disease with atypical symptoms

Tomoya Shingaki, Syouko Yoshino, Yuusuke Kumagai and Kenji Owa

Department of pediatrics, Saiseikai Nakatsu Hospital, Osaka

A 9-year old boy presented with vomiting and weight loss as chief complaints but had few other
symptoms. His clinical findings and routine laboratory test results were normal. Fecal occult blood test
was negative and abdominal echogram revealed no abnormality. Due to his social and family background
and negative behavior, a neuropsychiatric disorder was initially suspected. He often vomited several
hours after eating or even drinking. These findings led us to suspect of upper gastrointestinal obstruc-
tion. The upper endoscopy showed pyloric obstruction and longitudinal ulcer in his duodenum. He was
diagnosed with Crohn’s disease.

Abdominal pain, diarrhea and bloody stool are common symptoms in inflammatory bowel disease.
However, he did not exhibit such symptoms during the entire admission. Even if there are few symp-
toms other than frequent vomiting in young patient, endoscopic examination should be considered be-

cause an atypical organic disease may be present.
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